SALTASH RFC YOUTH SECTION 2009/2010


New Members Welcome Letter

Welcome to Saltash RFC (SRFC) Youth section.  We hope your son or daughter will enjoy playing rugby at Saltash RFC.  This letter should provide you all the information you need to know about how the club is run on a Sunday morning.  If you have any questions, please speak to your age group’s coach/manager or contact me on - 07779 275411 or 01752 512244
Mark Statton

Chairman of Youth, SRFC

Training Sessions
Training takes place on - 
· Sunday mornings either at SRFC or Chapel Field for the mini/midi’s

· Nominated evenings either at SRFC or Saltmill for juniors.  Speak to relevant Coaches/ manager for times and days.

Matches

· Home – A fixture list is available from your team manager or can be viewed from our website:- www.saltashrugby.com Youth section. Matches normally kick off at 11.00am.  For home matches players usually meet at the club by at least 10.30am, but your coach will advise prior to the match.

· Away – Your coach or manager will issue you with directions to the away teams ground and will give you a meeting time.  Sometimes if parents/guardians are unsure as to the exact location, it is wise to meet at the club and travel to the ground together.

· Cancellation procedure – The fixtures secretary will confirm midweek that the scheduled match is to be played.  If for any reason the match is not on managers/coaches will be notified, they will then contact you.
· Bad Weather – Rugby is a winter sport and it is not usual to cancel matches or training because of weather conditions, unless extreme, as water logged or frozen pitches, can present a safety hazard.  Your coach/manager will be notified in this event and unfortunately this sometimes happens at short notice.  They will endeavour to communicate this to everyone by means of phone call, text message, e-mail or chat-board on the website.

· Travel To away Fixtures – Most matches are within easy driving distance, as our group has strengthened it has become necessary to organise matches further afield.  It is the responsibility of parents/carers to organise transport for their children both to and from the match.
Players Registration

All players must be registered with the Rugby Football Union (RFU), who will issue an ID number to the player.  No player will be allowed to take part in any club activities without this ID, so please return your registration form, with one passport size photo for the ID card promptly.

Registration is only required once, unless you move clubs or change address. 

ID  photos will have to be renewed every three years
Insurance
As a member of the RFU all players are covered by the RFU insurance policy, it is therefore essential for players to register as soon as possible at the start of the season.  For full details of insurance cover, please contact the Youth Chairman.
Child Protection

The club follows the RFU Child Safeguarding Guidelines and all volunteers who help with training and/ or matches will need to successfully complete a “Criminal Records Bureau” disclosure form.
SRFC has its own appointed Child Safeguarding officer/s and Child Safeguarding Policy as recommended by the RFU, please see the youth notice board at the club or on the website.
Youth Section Players Membership 2009/10

All players taking part in club activities must be fully paid up members.  Annual membership for juniors is currently £55 per child, £40 for first sibling, and free for second sibling.  See attached membership form.  This membership entitles families of the player to use the club house.   This membership does not carry voting rights.  
Social Membership

Please support the social aspect of the club by becoming a member.  Social Membership costs £10 per person per season from September to August and entitles you to use the facilities when the club is open.  
There are also a number of social events throughout the season please check notice boards and the website for information, please do not feel that the clubhouse is exclusively for the use by Senior players.  ALL are welcome.
For more details about becoming a Social Member please see the Bar Steward who will be able to provide a membership application form.  
The club is also available for private hire again please see the Bar Steward.
Volunteers

The club relies entirely on volunteers to operate successfully.  We are always looking for adults who would like to become more actively involved, whether by helping with coaching, managing or helping with social events, fund raising or a more official role within the club.  If you would like to help in any way please make yourself known to either the Youth Section committee or your age group coach/manager, who will be glad to get you involved at the earliest opportunity.

Sponsorship

The club needs more sponsors.  We currently have a few different companies that support SRFC to buy team playing shirts, but we are in need of more sponsors If you can help, or would like to offer support in any way, please make yourself known to the Youth Committee or Myself.
Playing Kit

Club shirts will be provided for all players on match days.  Club training tops, shorts and socks are available from our club shop.  The shop will operate from a catalogue, where parents/carers/players will choose items, order and pay for items and collect them the following week, or by ordering online from the club website.
Health and Safety

Everyone involved in the game is responsible for ensuring that the children play in a safe environment, both on and off the pitch.  If you see something that you feel is unsafe then please do something about it or bring it to the coaches attention.  Do not depend on someone else doing it.

Before any play or training takes place a pitch inspection will be carried out to ensure that there is no dog/cat/fox mess or other items such as broken glass on the playing surface, children should be encouraged to help with supervision.  If anything is found it should be removed and disposed of safely. Other clubs use the SRFC facilities and it is possible that they may have left something behind.

When we use Chapel Field, it is important to escort the children across the road. Manageable group should be taken across by an adult.  If necessary an adult would remain at the road crossing until all children have crossed (both home and away teams).

No training or play should commence until the post protectors have been fixed to the posts.  Our youngsters will be asked to help transport them from the storeroom.
All spectators are required to stand 5 meters back from the touchline at all times.
Meal Tickets

After home matches it is normal to provide a light lunch for all players from both sides.  The coach/manager will issue a meal ticket at the end of the match to player from both teams. The meal tickets will need to be tendered to the kitchen staff to obtain a meal.  The meal may vary depending on needs, amount and volunteer helpers.

Junior Teams Cup Matches

U13-U16 teams enter a county knock out competition which usually takes place after Christmas.

Behaviour

As you are representing Saltash Rugby Club, player and supporters will be expected to behave in a suitable manner at all times, as will the coaches/managers and officials of Saltash Rugby Club.

CHILD PROTECTION 

Every adult involved in any aspect of the running of Saltash RFC Youth Section is required to complete a Disclosure Application Form, which is processed by the Criminal Records Bureau and is part of the RFU’s Child Protection Policy.  The completed form will be checked by me as the Clubs Safeguarding Officer and sent to the CRB through the RFU.  Once processed, the disclosure form will be sent to the individual and details will be added to the Clubs records held with the RFU through the Rugby First website and database.  Only the Youth Chairman and Youth Secretary have access to these details.

In order to complete an application form for volunteers, the safeguarding officer will  need verification through your original passport or photo driving licence, together with two items to prove your current address, such as recent utility bill, credit card statement, bank statement etc (less than three months old).  If you don’t have either a passport or photo driving licence, your birth certificate, marriage certificate, P45 or P60 will be required.

Volunteers will need to complete a Disclosure Application Form for Saltash  RFC even if one is already held by another  club or organisation.

If you have moved or changed your address within the past 5 years you will need to fill out  a continuation sheet to complete previous addresses. You do not have to disclose financial details for this application. 
CRB checks are valid for three years, and need to be completed prior to expiry date.

Sharon Statton
Child Safeguarding Officer 
Saltash RFC

EQUITY POLICY STATEMENT 
This club is committed to ensuring that equity is incorporated across all aspects of its development.  In doing so it acknowledges and adopts the following Sport England definition of sports equity:

Sports equity is about fairness in sport, equality of access, recognising inequalities and taking steps to address them.  It is about changing the culture and structure of sport to ensure it becomes equally accessible to everyone in society. 

The club respects the rights, dignity and worth of every person and will treat everyone equally within the context of their sport, regardless of age, ability, gender, race, ethnicity, religious belief, sexuality or social/economic status. 

The club is committed to everyone having the right to enjoy their sport in an environment free from threat of intimidation, harassment and abuse. 

All club members have a responsibility to oppose discriminatory behaviour and promote equality of opportunity. 

The club will deal with any incidence of discriminatory behaviour seriously, according to club disciplinary procedures
THE GOOD PLAYER'S CODE 
Players should be encouraged to: 

· Recognise and appreciate the efforts made by coaches, parents/carers, match officials and administrators in providing the opportunity to play the game and enjoy the rugby environment. 

· Understand the values of loyalty and commitment to adults and team-mates. 

· Recognise that every player has a right to expect their involvement in rugby to be safe and free from all types of abuse
· Understand that if an individual or group of players feel they are not being treated in a manner that is acceptable, then they should tell an adult either at the club or outside of the game. 

· Play because they want to do so, not to please coaches or parents/carers. 

· Remember that skill development, fun and enjoyment are the most important parts of the game. 

· Be attentive at all training and coaching sessions. 

· Work equally hard for themselves and their team - both will then benefit. 

· Recognise good play by all players on their team and by their opponents. 

· Be a sportsman - win with dignity, lose with grace. 

· Play to the IRB Laws of the Game and accept, without question, all referees' decisions even if they appear to make a mistake. 

· Control their emotions. Verbal or physical abuse of team mates, opponents, coaches, match officials or spectators is not acceptable. 

· Treat all players, as they would like to be treated themselves. Do not interfere with, bully or take advantage of any player. 
THE GOOD PARENTS CODE 
Clubs should encourage parents to: 

· Be familiar with the coaching and training programme in order that they can ensure their child is fully involved and the coaches are aware of their availability. 

· Be familiar with the teaching and coaching methods used by observing the coaching and training sessions in which their child participates. 

· Be aware that the dub has a duty of care to ensure the safety of players and therefore, where appropriate, assist coaches with the supervision of the players, particularly where numbers are large and there is a need to transport players to away games. 

· Be involved with club activities and share their expertise. 

· Share concerns, if they have them, with club officials. 

· Be familiar with the Good Coaches' Code displayed in the clubhouse and contained in the Rugby Continuum. In particular be aware that:
· Coaches should recognise the importance of fun and enjoyment when coaching players; and 
· Coaches should keep winning and losing in perspective, encouraging players to behave with dignity in all circumstances. 

· Support coaches in instilling these virtues. 

· Remember that young people play rugby for their own enjoyment not that of its parents/carers. 

· Encourage young people to play - do not force them. 

· Focus on the players' efforts, rather than winning or losing. 

· Be realistic about the players' abilities; do not push them towards a level that they are not capable of achieving. 

· Provide positive verbal feedback both in training and during the game.

· Remember that persistent, negative messages will adversely affect the players' and referee's performance and attitude. 

· Always support the club in their efforts to eradicate loud, coarse and abusive behaviour from the game.
· Remember young people learn much by example.
· Always show appreciation of good play by all players both from their own club and the opposition.
· Respect decisions made by the match officials, even if they appear to make a mistake, and encourage the players to do likewise.

         THE GOOD SPECTATOR'S CODE 
         All rugby clubs should encourage spectators to: 

· Act as positive role models to all players. 

· Be familiar with, and abide by, the RFU Child s Safeguarding Guidance in relation to verbal and emotional abuse. 

· Respect guidance from the Club with regard to spectator behaviour. 

· Remember children play sport primarily for their own enjoyment, not for that of the spectators. 

· Acknowledge good individual and team performance from all players irrespective of the team in which they play. 

· Respect match officials' decisions, even if they appear to make a mistake - remember, they are volunteers providing an opportunity for players to play rugby. 

· Never verbally abuse players, coaches, match officials or fellow spectators: such behaviour can create a negative environment for players and their behaviour will often reflect this. 

· Acknowledge effort and good performance rather than 'to win at all costs'. 

· Verbally encourage all players in a positive manner, shouting 'for', not ‘at’ the players. 

· Encourage all players irrespective of their ability - never ridicule any individual player, regardless of the team in which they play. 

THE GOOD MATCH OFFICIAL’S CODE 

Match Officials should:

· Recognise the importance of fun and enjoyment when officiating players.

· Provide positive verbal feedback in a constructive and encouraging manner during games.

· Emphasise the spirit of the game.

· Appreciate the needs of the players before the needs of the sport.

· Understand the physical and behavioural development of players.

· Be a positive role model. Set an example, and as such, comments should be positive and supportive.

· Look to self-improvement e.g. participation in training courses.

· Recognise that the safety of players is paramount.

· Explain decisions – all players are still learning and parents will understand the game better.

· Always penalise foul play.

· Play advantage whenever possible in order to let the game flow.

· Show empathy for the age and ability of players.

· Be consistent and objective.

· Be familiar with the Good Spectator’s Code and ensure that verbal abuse from players, coaches or spectators is not tolerated and is dealt with by club officials immediately.

· Be aware of, and abide by, the RFU Child Protection Guidance policies and procedures.

· Officiate to the rules laid down in the Rugby Continuum and keep themselves updated on rule changes.

· Check that the home Club or School has provided a qualified first aider, ambulance access has not been obstructed and that appropriate equipment is available along with someone trained in its use before starting play.

· Before training sessions and matches check that studs and other clothing are in accordance with the iRB Laws of the Game.

Contact Details

The youth section of Saltash RFC consists of ten age groups of children aged seven up to sixteen.  An elected committee of officers is responsible for the organisation and administration of all training and matches played.  In addition there are a number of people involved with the training and match fixtures.  Below is a list of key personnel involved in the SRFC Youth Section.

	SALTASH RFC YOUTH COMMITTEE

	Position
	Name
	Telephone/Mobile
	E-Mail

	Chairman
	Mark Statton
	01752 512244 H 07779 275411 M
	markstatts@blueyonder.co.uk

	Secretary
	Tanya Eatwell
	01752 518762 H 07757 229580 M
	eatwell@blueyonder.co.uk

	Treasurer
	Theresa Hugill
	01752 840631 H 07954 158661 M
	theresahugill@blueyonder.co.uk

	Safeguarding Officer
	Sharon Statton
	01752 512255 H  07854 470026M
	sharonstatts@blueyonder.co.uk

	Fixtures Secretary
	Lee Maher
	01752 845559 H 07720 826664 M
	leemaher@btinternet.com

	Coach Coordinator
	Rob Eatwell
	01752 518762 H 07734 958339M
	eatwell@blueyonder.co.uk


	Club House Manager
	Dave Honey
	Club house 01752 847227
	


	Team
	Contacts
	Telephone/Mobile
	E-Mail

	U7& U8
	Lee Maher (HC) (M)
	01752 845559 H 07720 826664 M
	leemaher@btinternet.com

	U9
	Mike Dymond (HC) (M)
	07778 370450 M
	mike@rdindustries.co.uk

	U10
	Nick Rich  (HC) (M)

	01752 848684 H 07971 093113 M
	nicholas@rich2904.freeserve.co.uk

	U11
	Phil Masters (HC)
Dean Marley (AC)
Tanya Eatwell (M)
	07866964506 M
0786 6388547 M

01752 518762 H
	phil.masters@tiscali.co.uk
cm018b5077@blueyonder.co.uk
eatwell@blueyonder.co.uk

	U12
	Dave Honey (HC)

Matt Peter (AC)
	07811 788517 M
	mrhoney@live.co.uk

	U13
	Julian Oaks (HC)

Mark Reburn (AC)

Sara Stacey (M)
	01752 849763 H 07973 812994 M

01752 294310 H 07881 547837 M
	julian.oakes@rs-componets.com
MarkReburn@hotmail.co.uk
Sarah.Stacey@phnt.swest.nhs.uk

	U14
	Rob Eatwell  (HC)

Martin Rodea (AC)

Tanya Eatwell  (M)
	01752 518762 H 07734 958339 M

01752 842698 H 07812 422168 M

01752 518762 H 07757 229580 M
	eatwell@blueyonder.co.uk
martinrodea@aol.com
eatwell@blueyonder.co.uk

	U15
	Mark Statton (HC)

Paul Thomas (AC)

Sharon Statton (M)
	01752 512244 H 07779 275411 M

01752 361674 H 07964 113674 M

01752 512255 H 07854 470026 M
	markstatts@blueyonder.co.uk
paulthomas5000@aol.com
sharonstatts@blueyonder.co.uk

	U16
	Jason Lockley (HC) (M)
	01752 842282 H 07787 408675 M
	jason.lockley@blueyonder.co.uk

	Relief

Coaches
	Steve Down

Phil Pryor

Steve Woolway
	07505 845516 M


	steve.down@blueyonder.co.uk
grassmere@tiscali.co.uk
stephen@thorncott.wanadoo.co.uk

	Key
	(HC)  Head Coach

(AC)  Assistant Coach

(M)    Team Manager
	


